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Claim Status 

Claims 1-5, 7-13, 15-18, 20-23 and 25-28 are pending. Claims 1-5, 7-13, 15-18, 20-23 
and 25-28 are rejected as detailed below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 5, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Pat No 6,615,212 issued to Dutta, (hereafter Dutta) in view of Pub No US 2003/0231207 issued 
to Huang (hereafter Huang). 
Claims 1, 8 and 9: 

Dutta discloses: 

a plurality of data storage devices for storing data using at least one of a plurality of 
different operating protocols [Fig 4, 410, 416, 414, 412, 404, 408] 

a plurality of mobile wireless communications devices for accessing said data storage 
devices and each using at least one of the plurality of different operating protocols [Fig 4, 408]; 

a protocol interface device comprising 

a front-end proxy module for communicating with said plurality of mobile 

wireless communications devices using respective operating protocols [Fig 6, 606] 
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a protocol engine module communicating with said front-end proxy module using 
a common interface protocol [Fig 6, 608] 

a respective interface connector module for translating communications between 
said protocol engine module and said plurality of data storage devices for each of the 
different operating protocols [Fig 6, 610 and Fig 7, 704]. 

Dutta discloses the elements of the claimed invention as noted above but does not 
disclose a front-end proxy module based upon a Web-based distributed authoring and versioning 
(WebDAV) common interface protocol. Huang discloses a front-end proxy module based upon 
a Web-based distributed authoring and versioning (WebDAV) common interface protocol 
[paragraph 37]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Dutta to include a front-end proxy module based upon a Web- 
based distributed authoring and versioning (WebDAV) common interface protocol as taught by 
Huang for the purpose of allowing a plurality of users to access a document in storage and 
directly edit the document at the storage location [paragraph 37]. 
Claim 5: 

The combination of Dutta and Huang discloses the elements of claim 1 as noted above 
and furthermore discloses wherein said plurality of data storage devices, said plurality of mobile 
wireless communications devices, and said protocol interface device process electronic mail (e- 
mail) messages [Dutta, col 6, line 60 through col 7, line 13]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combination of Dutta and Huang as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Pub No US 
2002/0162026 issued to Neuman et al (hereafter Neuman). 
Claim 2: 

The combination of Dutta and Huang discloses the elements of the claimed invention as 
noted above but does not disclose wherein said protocol engine module comprises a universal 
proxy servlet module. Neuman discloses wherein said protocol engine module comprises a 
universal proxy servlet module [paragraph 72]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the above combination of references 
to include wherein said protocol engine module comprises a universal proxy servlet module as 
taught by Neuman for the purpose of providing a dynamic intelligent network interface that can 
be changed at any time [paragraph 73]. 
Claim 3: 

The combination of Dutta and Huang discloses wherein said protocol interface device 
further comprises a plurality of provider modules coupled between said universal proxy servlet 
module and said plurality of interface connector modules; and wherein said universal proxy 
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servlet module generates calls for said plurality of interface connector modules based upon 
respective data access requests from said front-end proxy module, and wherein said plurality of 
provider modules transfer the calls to respective interface connector modules [Dutta, col 5, lines 
5-20, col 6, lines 1-15] 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the combination of 
Dutta and Huang as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of US Pat No 6,918,041 issued 
to Chen (hereafter Chen), as best examiner is able to ascertain. 
Claim 7: 

The combination of Dutta and Huang discloses the elements of the claimed invention as 
noted above but does not disclose wherein said protocol interface device generates an error 
responsive to at least one non-supported operating protocol. Chen discloses wherein said 
protocol interface device generates an error responsive to at least one non-supported operating 
protocol [col 8, lines 20-35]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the above combination of references to include wherein 
said protocol interface device generates an error responsive to at least one non-supported 
operating protocol as taught by Chen for the purpose of obtaining an alert on the occurrence of a 
fault condition. 

Regarding claims 10-13, 15-18, 20-23 and 25-28, examiner maintains that they can be 
rejected on a similar basis to above claims. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed December 12, 2006 have been carefully considered and 
found persuasive but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Etienne P. LeRoux whose telephone number is (571) 272-4022. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday between 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on (571) 272-4023. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Etienne LeRoux 
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